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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  TOTNES, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1900  has  to  include  a 
summary  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  therefore  must  differ 
somewhat  from  those  previously  handed  to  you. 

Population. — The  Population  of  the  Borough  by  the  Census  of 
1890  was  4,016,  this  number  was  taken  as  still  correct 
until  the  end  of  1895.  In  1896,  the  population  was 
estimated  at  4,100.  In  November,  1897,  the  area  of 
the  Borough  was  extended  so  as  to  include  an  additional 
142  inhabitants.  The  estimated  population  was  then 
4,242,  and  the  present  population  is  estimated  to  be 
the  same  as  at  that  time. 

This  gives  an  average  population  for  the  ten  years 
1890  to  1899  (both  inclusive)  of  4,078. 

Births.  — The  number  of  Births  during  the  ten  years  has  been 
971,  equal  to  an  average  of  97T  per  annum,  or  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  23-81  per  thousand  per  annum.  The  number 
of  Births  in  1900  was  90,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of 
21-216  per  thousand,  slightly  under  the  average  for 
the  ten  years  and  considerably  below  that  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  is  given  as  follows  : — 

1874  to  1878  ...  34-3  per  thousand 

1884  to  1888  ...  31-2  „ 

1894  to  1898  ...  29-1  „ 

Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the 
ten  years  has  been  687,  an  average  of  68-7  per  annum 
and  equal  to  a  mortality  of  16-85  per  thousand  per 
annum.  The  largest  number  in  any  one  year  was  81 
in  1890,  and  the  smallest  59  in  1897.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  registered  was  81  in  1900,  viz., 
59  in  the  Borough,  21  in  the  Workhouse,  and  1  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital.  Of  those  that  occurred  in  the 
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Marldon. 

The  addition  of  the  5  in  the  Workhouse  and  the  1  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital  (also  a  resident  of  the  Borough) 
to  the  59  above  mentioned  makes  the  total  65,  and  from 
this  number  one  has  to  be  deducted  (that  of  a  non¬ 
resident  who  died  in  the  Borough),  so  that  the 
corrected  total  is  64,  equal  to  a  mortality  of  15-087 
per  thousand,  slightly  below  the  average  for  the 
ten  years. 
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One  death  has  occurred  from  accident,  viz.,  from 
drowning  whilst  bathing.  In  1899  there  were  two 
deaths  from  drowning  in  the  River  Dart. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — There  has  been  one  death  in  1900,  the 
registered  cause  of  which  comes  under  this  heading, 
viz.,  from  simple  continued  fever. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  due  to  Zymotic 
Diseases  during  the  previous  ten  years  : — 

1890  ’91  ’92  ’93  ’94  ’95  ’96  ’97  ’98  ’99  Total. 

Measles  .  2  0  0  0  0  7  0  0  0  0  9 

Diphtheria .  3  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  1  0  5 

Whooping  Cough  1303000051  13 

Enteric  Fever.  ...0  0  0  2  3  3  3  0  0  1  12 

Totals  63053  10  4062 

Whooping  Cough  ....  13 


Enteric  Fever .  12 

Measles  .  9 

Diphtheria .  5 

Total  39 


equal  to  an  average  annual  mortality  of  -9563  per 
thousand,  calculated  upon  the  average  population 
of  4,078. 

The  Zymotic  mortality  for  the  year  1900  has  been 
*2375  per  thousand,  i.e.^  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
annual  average  for  the  ten  years. 

Phthisis  , — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  during  1900 
has  been  two,  equal  to  a  mortality  of  *47  per  thousand. 
I  am  unable  to  give  particulars  under  this  heading  for 
the  ten  years,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  as  affording  a 
comparison  that  the  mortality  from  this  cause  in  1900 
was  less  than  one-third  of  the  average  annual  mortality 
from  this  disease  in  England  and  Wales  from  1881  to 
1890  which  was  1*73  per  thousand.  The  average  age 
was  32*5  years. 

G3.nceP. — Six  deaths  from  this  cause  were  registered  during  the 
year,  equal  to  a  mortality  of  1-415  per  thousand. 
There  were  four  in  1899.  The  average  age  was  64-16. 

Infant  Mortality  , — During  the  ten  years  there  have  been  1 1 7 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  out  of  971 
born  during  the  same  period.  This  is  equal  to  a 
mortality  of  120-5  per  thousand  births  registered. 
The  highest  number  for  any  one  year  was  19  in  1893, 
and  the  lowest  four  in  1897.  The  yearly  average 
is  11-7. 

Five  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered 
in  1900,  these  occurred  in  the  Borough;  there  were 
none  in  the  Workhouse.  This  is  equal  to  a  mortality 
of  55-56  per  thousand  births  registered  ;  it  is  thus  less 
than  half  of  the  infant  mortality  for  the  preceding 
ten  years. 

Ages. — 37  of  the  64  deaths  in  the  Borough  were  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age. 

Gases  Notified. — Nine  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
during  the  year.  Eight  of  these  occurred  in  the 
Borough,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse.  In  1899 
thirteen  were  notified  in  the  Borough,  and  one  in  the 
Workhouse. 
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They  were  as  follows  : — Enteric  Fever  three,  all  in 
the  Borough ;  Erysipelas  three  in  the  Borough,  and 
one  in  the  Workhouse ;  Diphtheria  one  in  the  Borough, 
and  Scarlet  Fever  one  in  the  Borough. 

Inspection  of  the  premises  in  several  cases  revealed 
sanitary  defects. 

Drainage. — Progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  Drainage 
Scheme.  The  Main  Sewer  has  been  laid  from  the  old 
Town  Arms  along  the  Town  Marsh,  the  Plains, 
through  Mill  Lane,  across  the  Pig’s  Marsh  and  Nursery 
Garden,  and  thence  behind  the  Globe  Inn  to  Malt  Mill. 
Also  a  Sewer  has  been  laid  from  Malt  Mill  to  St. 
John’s  Terrace,  thence  to  the  Ashburton  Eoad,  along 
the  Ashburton  Eoad  to  the  back  of  Eedworth  and 
Eadnor  Terrace,  also  behind  the  houses  facing  the 
Ashburton  Eoad,  from  Bloomfield  to  Eiversdale ;  also 
a  Sewer  has  been  laid  from  opposite  Station  View  to 
the  end  of  Eadnor  Terrace. 

(The  Sewer  is  not  yet  carried  across  the  Eiver  Dart). 

Some  work  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the 
Outfall  Works. 

The  Pumping  Station  is  completed.  The  six  inch 
rising  Main  Sewer  from  the  Pumping  Station  to  the 
high  level  Sewer  has  also  been  completed. 

Water. — The  supply  of  Water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

General  Remarks. — On  February  loth,  1900,  in  consequence  of 
an  unusually  high  tide,  a  great  many  houses  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town  were  fiooded,  especially  in 
Warland  and  the  Plains.  In  some  houses  the  depth  of 
water  was  about  four  feet. 

Subsequently  coal  was  supplied  to  a  considerable 
number  of  those  whose  houses  suffered  from  the  fiood. 
The  drying  was  satisfactorily  effected  and  no  evil  con¬ 
sequences  appeared  to  result  from  it. 

A  considerable  number  of  houses,  drains,  &c.,  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year  ;  also  all  the  Bakeries 
and  Slaughter-houses,  concerning  which  I  am  able  to 
give  a  satisfactory  report. 

Also  all  the  Piggeries  in  the  Borough  have  been 
inspected.  These  are  for  the  most  part  situated  just 
outside  the  limit  of  distance  from  a  dwelling-house 
prescribed  by  the  Bye-Laws,  viz.,  30  feet. 

The  Church  School  Buildings  and  Board  School 
Buildings  have  also  been  inspected  and  found  satis¬ 
factory  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

The  Workhouse  and  the  Common  Lodging  House 
have  been  found  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  year  1900  has  been  a  good  one  from  a  sanitary 
aspect.  The  death-rate  has  been  low,  that  from 
Zymotic  disease  has  been  very  low,  and  infant 
mortality  has  also  been  very  low ;  and  Infectious 
•disease  has  not  been  prevalent. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  accom¬ 
panies  this  report. 
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The  rainfall  during  the  year  has  been  47*7  inches ; 
last  year  46*48  inches  fell — considerably  over  the 
average.  The  number  of  days  on  which  *01  inch  or 
more  fell  is  174,  as  compared  with  136  last  year. 
January,  February  and  December  accounted  for  more 
than  half  of  the  total  rainfall. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
KENNETH  E.  SMITH,  M.D.,  M.O.H. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

V  _ 

7,  High  Street,  Totnes, 

January  21st,  1901. 

To  the  Totnes  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  during  the  year  1900 
visited  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  the  following  nuisances 
have  been  reported  and  dealt  with  : — 

The  drains  at  No.  62,  Fore  Street,  28  and  62,  High 
Street,  and  9,  Cistern  Street,  were  found  very  defective  and 
were  taken  up  and  re-laid  with  cement  joints. 

Nos.  11  and  16,  Warland,  reported  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  the  necessary  repairs  have  been  done  to  each 
house  and  are  now  in  a  fair  state  of  repair;  Nos.  10,  14,  18 
and  21,  reported  out  of  repair,  the  necessary  repairs  have 
been  done  to  each  house. 

Cistern  Street,  No.  1,  sink  removed  outside  the  house 
and  drain  ventilated ;  No.  2,  Town  Water  laid  on  to  closet  and 
drain  ventilated  ;  Nos.  3,  4  and  5,  drains  ventilated  ;  Nos.  6 
and  7,  Town  Water  laid  on  to  closets  and  drains  ventilated; 
Nos.  8,  10,  12,  15  and  18,  drains  ventilated;  No.  20,  Town 
Water  laid  on  to  closets  and  drain  ventilated.  Nuisances 
arising  from  choked  drains  and  closets  (11),  which  have  been 
^unchoked  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Butchers’  Shops  and  Piggeries 
have  been  inspected  and  found  sanitary. 

The  Smoke  Test  has  been  applied  to  the  drains  of  22 
houses  and  2  schools  ;  7  were  tested  by  request  of  the  owner  or 
occupier,  5  by  order  of  the  Town  Council,  and  10  new  houses 
were  tested  under  a  standing  order  of  the  Council,  and  2 
schools  under  the  builder’s  contract.  Of  the  24  tests  made, 
14  were  found  sound  and  10  defective.  The  necessary  repairs 
have  been  done  in  each  case,  and  the  drains  re-tested  and 
found  correct. 

One  hundred  and  six  reports  made  to  Sanitary 
Authority  during  the  year,  and  31  notices  served  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  and  all  the  work  specified  has  been 
completed,  with  one  ex(;eption,  and  in  that  case  the  work  is 
now  being  proceeded  with. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAS.  CLAEK,  Inspector. 


